" GRADE 10: LITERACY

The Second Gore-Bush Presidential Debate,
October 11, 2000 (an excerpt)

MODERATOR: Back to the question about the differences on gun control, What are
“they, Governor, from your point of view, between you and the Vice President?

BUSH: Well, I'm not for photo licensing. Let me say something about-Columbine.
|isten, we've got gun laws. He says we ought to have gun-free schools. Everybody
believes that. I'm sure every state in the union has got them. You can't carry a gun into
a school. And there ought to be a consequence when you do carry a gun into a school.
But Columbine spoke to a larger issue. it’s really @ matter of culture. it's a culture that
somewhere along the line we've begun to disrespect life. Where a child can walk in and
have their heart turned dark as a result of being on the Internet and walk in and decide
to take somebody else’s life? So gun laws are important, no question about it, but so
is loving children, and character education classes, and faith-based programs being a
part of after-school programs. Some desperate child needs to have somebody put their
arm around them and say, we love you. So there's a—this is a society that—of ours
that’s got to do a better job of teaching children right from wrong. And we can enforce
law. But there seems to be a lot of preoccupation on—not certainly only in this debate,
~ but just in general on law. But there’s a larger law. Love your neighbor like you would
like to be loved yourself. And that's where our society must head if we're going to be a

peaceful and prosperous society.

GORE: | also believe in the Golden Rule. And | agree with a lot of the other things that
the governor has said.-We do have a serious problem in our culture. Tipper and I have
worked on the problem of violence in entertainment aimed at children. She’s worked

_ on.it fonger than.l have. But | feel very strongly about that. And if I'm elected president,

| will do something about that, But | think that we—1 think we have to start with better
parenting. But | don’t think that we can ignore the role played by guns. | mean, the fact
is that there—even though no state wants them, there are guns in some schools. And
the reason it’s so difficult for schools to control that is because in recent years there
has been a flood of cheap handguns that are so widely available that kids are finding
ways to get ahold of them. And | think that if you look at the situation as it exists here
in the United States compared to any other country in the world, it seems to me pretty
obvious that while we réspect the rights of hunters and sportsmen, we do need some
common sense gun safety steps to stem this flood of guns that are getting into the

s wrong hands. e L

— ' 'i*‘j;ii«ﬁt;'tv.dé'bares.org/pages/transQOOGb.h

tml




Jayping Jutod e Ayiasnlao Ajuepn o1 spssu
Jeads e 934 noA i suolissnb dn-aoj0l 3se
01 Ayunpioddo 3yl S4By [[IM NOA JUIES [BLIIUY
10 sjewiue sy buipes| ol a1epipued B 5@
sa3ngLille 1s81ea4b 1noA e 335 NOA Op JeyAj =
$51824U1 AL1IND3S jenusiod
1suiebe wiey a4y 4ol ss5usgap buipiroid 1noge
0D PINOYS UdJe [BUIUY UIYl NCA Op MOH =
JNUIpUIM pascdodd 313 U0 30UR1S JINCA SIIBUAA o
:dnoub yses 01 suoizsenb buimo|joy
ol vmmm |[1Ad | 101RISPOWU B1R0BP BL1SY =

:LJ0SS37 SNDO-

i |

| ——
| —




